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A COVENANT IS MADE BETWEEN | 


THEM, AND LAND GRANTED BY THE INDIANS TO THEIR MORMON BROTHERS. 


THE GOVERNMENT AT FIRST CONFIRMS THE INDIAN PERMISSION TO THE 
MORMONS, AND THEN SEEKS TO EJECT THEM. | 
(By Edward Tullidge.) 
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and Jennies and Susans; to a coffee’ 


feast at her father’s house, which was 
probably the best cabin in the river 
village. They made the Mormons at 
home there and elsewhere. Upon all 
they formally gave them leave to 
tarry just so long as it suited their 
good pleasure. 

‘The affair, of course, furnished 
material for a solemn council. Under 
the auspices of an officer of the United 
States, their chiefs were summoned, 
in the form befitting great occasions, 
to meet in the dirty yard of one Mr. 
P. A. Sarpy’s log trading house, at 
their village; they came in grand 
toilet, moving in their fantastic attire 
with so much aplomb and genteel 
measure, that the stranger found it 
difficult not to believe them high-born 

entlemen attending a costumed ball. 

Their aristecratically thin legs, of 
which they displayed fully the usual 
Indian proportion, aided this illusion. 
There is something, too, at all times 
very mock-Indian in the theatrical 
French millinery tie of the Pottowa- 
tomie turban; while it is next to 
impossible for a sober white man, at 
first sight, to believe that the red, 
_ green, black, blue and yellow cosme. 
tics, with which he sees such grave 
personages so variously dotted, dia- 
pered, cancelled and arabesqued, are 
worn by them in any mood but one of 
the deepest and most desperate quiz: 
zing. From the time of their first 
squat upon the ground, to the final 
breaking up of the council circle, they 
sustained their characters with equal 
self-possession and address. 

‘*T will not take it upon myself to 
describe their order of ceremonies ; 
indeed I ought not, since I have never 
been able to view the habits and cus- 
toms of our aborigines in any other 
light than that of a sorrowful subject 
at best. Besides, in this instance, the 
displays of pow wow -and eloquence 
were both probably moderated by the 
conducting of the entire transaction 
on temperance principles. there- 
fore content myself with observing, 
generally, that the proceedings were 
such as every way became the grandeur 
of the parties‘interested, and the mag- 
nitude of the interests involved. 
When the red men had indulged to 
satiety in tobacco smoke from their 
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peace pipes, and in what they love 
still better, their peculiar metaphoric 
rodomontade, which beginning with 
celestial bodies, and coursing down- 
wards over the grandest sublunary ob- 
jects, always managed to alight at 
last on their Grand Father Polk, and 
the tenderness for him of his affection- 
ate coloured children; all the solemn 
funny fellows present, who played the 
part of chiefs, signed formal articles 
of convention with their unpronounce- 
able names. 

‘The renowned chief, Pied Riche, 
(he was surnamed Le Clerc on account 
of his remarkable scholarship) then 
rose and said : 

Mormon Brethren: — The 
Pottowatomie came sad and tired into 
this unhealthy Missouri bottom, not 
many years back, when he was taken 
from his beautiful country beyond the 
Mississippi, which had abundant game 
and timber, and clear water every- 
where. Now you are driven away 
the same from your lodges and lands 
there, and the graves of your people. 
So we have both suffered. We must 
keep one another, and the Great 
Spirit will keep us both. You are now 
free to cut and use all the wood you 
may wish. You can make your im- 
provements and live on any part of our 
actual land not occupied by us. Be- 
cause one suffers and does not deserve 
it, is no reason he should suffer always. 
I say, we may live to see all right yet. 
However, if we do not, our children 
will. Bon jour.” 

And thus ended the pageant. This 
8 was recited to Col. Kane after 
the treaty by the Pottowatomie orator 
in French, which language he spoke 
with eloquence. 

But the Mormons had most to do 
with the Omaha Indians, for they 
located their camps on both the east 
and west sides of the Missouri river. 
Winter quarters proper was on the 
west side, five miles above Omaha of 
to-day. It has since dwindled from a 
Mormon city to the present Florence. 
There, ona pretty ns overlooking 
the river, they built, in a few months, 
more than seven hundred ho 
neatly laid out with highways an 
byways, and fortified with breast- 
work, stockade and blockhouses. It 
had, too, its place of worship, ‘‘ taber- 
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nacle of the congregation ;’ for in 
everything they did they kept up their 
character of the modern Israel. The 
industrial character of the people also 
typed itself on their city in the wil. 
derness, which sprang up as by magic, 
for it could boast of large workshops, 
and mills and factories provided with 
water power. They styled ita ‘‘Stake 
of Zion.” It was the principal stake, 
too, several others, such as Garden 
Grove and Mount Pisgah having al- 
ready been established on the route. 

The settlement of head-quarters 
brought the Mormons into peculiar 
relationship with the Omahas. A 
grand council was also held between 
their chiefs and the Elders. Big Elk 
made a characteristic speech for the 
oceasion, yet not so distinguished in 
its Indian eloquence as that of Le 
Clerc. Big Elk said, in response to 
President Young : 

“My son, thou hast spoken well. 
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T have all thou hast said in my heart. 
I have much I want to say. We are 
poor. When we go to hunt game in 
one place, we meet an enemy, and so 
in another place our enemies kill us. 
We do not kill them. I hope we will 
be friends. You may stay on these 
lands two years or more. Our young 
men may watch your cattle. We 
would be glad to have you trade with 
us. We will warn you of danger 
with other Indians.” 

The council closed with an excellent 
feeling; the pauper Omahas were 
treated to a feast, very gracious even 
to the princely appetite of Big Elk; 
and then they returned to their wig- 
wams, satisfied for the time with the 
dispensation of the Great Spirit, who 
had sent their ‘‘ Mormon brethren” 
into their country to care for and pro- 
tect them from their enemies—the 
warlike Sioux. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. 


“LITTLE JOSEPH’S” 


WEAK POSITION. 


— 


The editor of the Plano (Illinois) 
Herald—the organ of the ‘‘ Joseph 
ites,’ has, since his visit to the Pacific 
Coast, been devoting several columns 
in reply to articles in our issues of 
March 11, and August 23, 1876. He 
has taken considerable time to reflect 
upon them, aud, after all, we fail to 
seé that he makes any new points with 
the exception of his answer tw our 
dare. . 

We dared him to publish in the 
Herald that ‘‘ Joseph Smith never 
married auy woman but his wife 
Emma.” ith the usual sophistry of 
the sect of which he is the head, be 
answers : 

** We now state that Joseph Smith, 
the martyr, was never legally married 
to any other woman but his wife 
Emma.” 

He kuvows, as well as we do, that 
this is uus the proposition. He inserts 
that word ‘“‘ legally” to save. himself 
from a direct reply. The ladies who 
Were married ta bis father, according 
to.the ordinance of ‘‘ celestial marri- 
age,” did not ask any technically 


**legal” recognition of their marital 
relationships, and no one understands 
this distinction and the facts of the 
marriages much better than his mother, 
of which facts we have every reason to 
believe the Herald editor has himself 
received ample evidence. 

Bat bis several columns are devoted 
to an attempt at bolstering up his old 
proposition, which the Junction re- 
futed, viz., that ‘‘the Church was 
organized upon an unchangeable plat- 
form,” or, in other words, that ‘‘God 
does not change his laws given to man 
by which their spiritual conduct was 
to be regulated.” In connection with 
this he still tries to maintain ‘that 
because an article on marriage in the 
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, 
which he interprets to be monogamic, 
was accepted at a general assembly of 
the Church, Aug. 17, 1835, therefore 
any revelation on plural marriage 
must be rejected as spurious. Also 
that nothing is to be received as a prin- 
ciple of the Church, unless it has been 
formally accepted by passing the seve- 
ral quorums and a General Assembly. 


We will examine these two . 
sitions briefly. First—That God does 
change his laws according to the 
changed circumstances of his people, 
is clearly evident from both ancient 
and modern Scripture. He first re- 
vealed the Gospel to ancient Israel 
through Moses, and the word ‘not 
being mixed with faith in them that 
heard it,” the law now known as the 
Mosaic code, was given as ‘‘a school- 
master to bring them to Christ.” 

When the Messiah came, he did 
away with many of the precepts, ordi- 
nances, and principles of the Mosaic 
law, and introduced others in their 
stead. And this change is referred to 
by Paul in this way : ‘‘ For the Priest. 
hood being changed, there is made of 
necessity a change also of the law.” 
The Bible contains numerous instances 
of commandments to be enfurced at 
one time and not at another. Asa 
sample, we quote one instance from 
the Old Testament and another from 
the New. One of the Ten Command- 
ments says: ‘‘Thou shalt not kill.” 
Shortly after this was given of God to 
Israel, another commandment came 
from the same source to the same 

ople : 

**Put every man his sword by his 
side, and go in and out from gate to 


gate through the camp, and slay every | 


man his brother, and every man his 
companion, aud every man his neigh- 
bor.” Ex. xxxii, 27. 

‘When the Savior sent ont his Apos- 
tles, he commanded them to take 
‘‘neither purse nor scrip.” He also 
said: ‘‘ He that taketh up the sword 
shall perish by the sword.” After 
this he said : 

“* But now, he that hath a purse, 
let him take it, and likewise his scrip ; 
and he that hath no sword, let him 
sell his garment and buy one.” Luke 
xxii, 30. 

We’ will Snow take the very boo 
which the Herald editor insists upon 
as an unchangeable code, formally ac- 
cepted August 17, 1835 : 

“*T, the Lord, command and revoke, 
as it seemeth me good.”—‘‘If thou 
shalt ask, thou shalt receive revelation 
wpon revelation, knowledge upon 
knowledge, that thou mayest know 
the mysteries,” ete.—‘‘And ye shall 
hereafter receive church covenants,” 
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etc.—‘‘ Ye shall live by every word 
which proceedeth forth out of the 
mouth of God; for he will give unto 
the faithful liae upon line, precept 
upon precept; and I will try you and 
prove you herewith,” etc.—‘‘1 have 
commanded you tv publish my words, 
the fullness of my scriptures, the reve- 
lations which I have given unto you, 
and which I shall hereafter from time 
to time give unto you,” etc. Duc. & 
Cov., pp. 225, 126, 252, 287. 

We will now quote from the Book 
of Mormon, and this touches the spot 
that troubles the Herald editor, right 
in the centre : 

“There shall not any man among 
you have save it be one wife, and con- 
cubines he shall have none. * 

** For if I will, saith the Lord, raise 
up seed unto me I will command my 
people : otherwise they shall hearken 
unto these things.” —Bovok of Mormon, 
pp. 118. 

All this proves that laws given by 
the Almighty at one time, may be 
superseded by others at another time, 
and that these changes have frequently 
been made. 

And now to the second proposi- 
tion: Will the Herald editor tell us 
when the revelation on Tithing 
which his sect accepts as a law 
the Church, and which he advocates 
by tongue and pen, was formally 
presented to the quorums and a Gene- 
ral Assembly? If he will look at the 
date he will find it was given after 
the ‘‘items of doctrine for the gov- 
ernment of the Church,” which he 
talks about, were accepted in General 
Assembly. The Assembly was held 
August 17th, 1835, the titbing law 
was given July 8, 1838. Then an- 
swer the same question concerning 
the revelation given Jan. 19, 1841, 
and the doctrines contained in Jo- 
seph’s letters dated Sept. 1, 1842, 
and Sept. 6, 1842? In these we learn 
that there were things to be revealed 
which had been ‘‘kept hid from the 
foundation of the world,” and that 
these things were necessary for “‘a 
whole and complete and perfect union 
and welding together of dispensations 
and keys and powers and glories, from 
the days of Adam down to the present 
time.” 

And further, among these same 


| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


accepted ‘‘items of doctrine for the 
government of the Church,” we find 
this : 

‘* Wherefore, meaning the Church, 
thou shalt give heed unto all his (Jo- 
seph Smith’s) words and command- 
ments which he shall give unto you 
as he receiveth them, walking in all 
holiness before me; for his word ye 
shall receive as if from mine own 
mouth,” etc. —Doc. & Cov., p. 197. 

And again will the Herald editor 
please quote for us the revelation 
which requires the ceremonies that 
he considers necessary to the accept- 
ance by the Church of any of these 
commandments which are to be re- 
ceived as the word of the Lord ? 

Now, in regard to the revelation 
on celestial marriage given in 1843, 
it was held back from the general 
prdlic for a season for the same rea. 
sons that former revelations were. 
See Doctrine & Covenants, page 136: 

** And now I[ say uato you,. keep 
these things from going abroad into 
the world until it is expedient in me 
that ye may accomplish this work in 
the eyes of the people, and in the eyes 
of yourenemies, that they may nut know 
your works until ye have accomplished 
the thing which I have commanded 
you.” 

It was publicly proclaimed at an 
Assembly cf the Church, at head- 
quarters, August 29, 1852, and af- 
tewaris presented to the branches 
of the Church all over the world, 
and has been accepted by the Church 
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as an article of its faith as fully and 
completely as any doctrine ever enun- 
ciated by Joseph the martyr. 7 
The Herald editor still asserts that 
the only evidence that Joseph Smith 
ever sactioned polygamy is the word 
of Brigham Young. Yet he quotes 
the discourses of Orson Pratt, and 
knowe that many persous have testified 
to him personally of their acquaintance 
with his father’s wives. Has not the 
evidence of Elder John Taylor, who 
was present when Joseph was slain, 
and received severe wounds at the 
same time, been given to the world? 
Is there not a cloud of witnesses to 
the fact that Joseph taught, ex- 
plained and practiced plural mar- 
riage, and will the Herald editor 
continue his disingenuous course in 
the face of this evidence, while-.his | 
own mother is a living witness of 
the facts ? : 
Let him oppose plural marriage ;if 
he pleases. He has a perfect right 
so to do. But let him do it on the 
merits or demerits of the case. And 
if he wants to retain a single particle 
of the respect which in the eyes of 
some persons attaches to his name, 
let him cease his senseless attempts 
to deny well known facts, and to 
cover up his weak position by cob- 
webs of sopistry and the wordy pleas 
of a pettifogger. We can respect 
honest opposition, but despise the in- 
sincerity of a ‘‘religious” special 
pleader.—Ogden Junction. 


\ 


BABYLON! 


To the reflecting Elders of Israel, . 


it is a growing marvel that the majo- 
rity of mankind should reject the 
truths of the Gospel; not only in this, 
but in all past ages, few, comparative. 
ly, of the countless millions that have 
occupied our earth, have been inclined 
to obey, these simplest of all truths, 
ever presented to the human mind. 
This is mystery the most complete. 
When the Messiah, himself, offered 
his divine message to the Jews, a 
pation celebrated for its profound 
biblical learnivg, acquainted, as they 


were, with every line of the Mosaic 
code, and the thousand prophetic 
utterances of the Prophets who wrote 
subsequently to Moses, prophecies 
couched in the most simple language, 
so simple, indeed, that the commonest 
capacity, now living, can grasp their 
full import, and pvint, at once, to 
their literal fulfillment, even then 
with all these scriptures pointing to 
Jesus, as the Savior of the world, the 
Jews, asa nation, rejected him; and 
when we take into our account the 
mighty works wrought by Him, the 
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wonder still increases with every stage 
of ovr reflections. Why marvel then 
when it is asserted without fear of 
successfv) contradiction, that the pre- 
sent aye demonstrates the same pain 
ful fact, that it repeats the same 
strange and reproachful history. The 
ancient Gospel in its simplicity, purity 
and power bas, in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, been restored by a holy angel. 
The heavers have sent another Pro- 
phet in the person of Joseph Smith, 
to open the dispensation of the full. 
ness of times, the great and last dis- 
nsation to prepare the way for the 
-jiteral reign of Christ on the earth. 
His mission meets with a similar re. 
ception to that of Jesus; the masses 
with the Bible in their hands, whose 
prophecies point with as much sim- 
plicity and unerring certainty to the 
event, as do those of the Old Testament 
to the divine mission of the Messiah 
anciently, alike reject it. Now, why 
this rejection ? This system challenges 
the most critical investigation, the 
most thorough Biblical research, nor 
can it be shown to disagree in a single 
tenet, or in any lineament of its or- 
ganization, from the ancient Church. 
Did the ancient Church teach faith on 
the Lurd Jeans Christ, repentance and 
bap.ism, by immersion, for the re 
mission of sins? So does this latter 
Church. Was the laying on of hands 
essential to the reception of the Holy 
Ghost then? This latter Church in- 
corporates the same ordinance. Did 
the disciples, of Jesus, lay on hands 
for the healing of the sick? So does 
the system restored through Joseph 
Smith. -Did Jesus teach the doctrine 
of gathering the peuple, into one 
place, in order to escape the judg. 
ments of God? ‘‘ When ye shall see 
Jerusalem encompassed with afmies 
fles to the mountains;” and again 
**Oh, Jerusalem, bow often would i 
have gathered you asa hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings,” so do 
the Latter-day Saints. Why, then, 
the, almost universal, disobedience to 
these principles? Becanse in fulfill- 
ment of the propbecy of Isaiah, men 
have ‘‘ changed the ordinances, broken 
the everlasting covenant ;” Paul de- 
scribes ‘he same condition when he 
says, ‘‘It shall come to pass in the 
** latter times ” men shall depart from 
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the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits and doctrines of devils, having 
a form of godliness, but denying the 
power thereof. From such turn 
away.” How strikingly descriptive of 
the present age! If Paul had lived 
in the 19th century, and witnessed the 
departure from the true faith, or, in 
other words, the fallen condition of 
the churches of Modern Christendom 
could he have more minutely described 
these churches? Every one of them 
has some ‘‘form of godliness,” but 
the gifts and blessings of the Holy 
Spirit, promised to the faithful, they 
universally ignore. None of them 
will bear the scrutiny of a moment, 
when compared with the ancient pat- 
tern. Alas, how fallen! how bereft 
of all the spiritual powers and bless- 
ings of the Gospel! This Babel of 
modern churches is described by John 
the Revelator under the terms, Mys- 
tery, Babylon, the Mother of Harlots, 
elc. Hersins have reashed to heaven. 
This monster of religious confusion 
and mystery must fall. Sorrow and 
mourning shall come vpon her. Her 
institutions, which bave grown vene- 
rable by virtue of age and costly 
adornment, will be blotted out, for 
God hath remembered ber iniquities. 
Her suciety, although falsely supposed 
to be perfectly secure, and although it 
has withstood the changes of genera- 
tions, will fall: it will swing loose 
from its fastenings, and from the 
antiquated moorings that have held it 
together, for centuries, God has de- 
creed it, and no sagacity, no human 
legislation can preventit. It is a fear- 
ful thing for a nation to reject the true 
Gospel. Penalties the most terrible 
have invariably followed such rejec- 
tion ; witness the awful fate of the 
Antediluviaus, the Babylonians, Egyp- 
tians, and tinally the Jews, not to 
meution many other nations of anti- 
quity: Secure as thou mayest suppose 
thself, oh Babylon! yet the ‘hand 
writing” of Jehovah is against thee. 
Thou hast bedecked thyself with the 
splendor of aqueen. Thy priests have 
taught by human learning and ignored 
the inspiration of heaven. Thou hast 


multiplied churches by thousands, and 
adorned them with all that wealth and 
costly ornament can bestow, yet thou 
shalt fall and great shall be thy cal- 
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amities, unless thou shalt repent of| past, and the cup of thine iniquity 
thy false teaching, and of all thine | shall overflow. 


abominations, ere the day of mercy is 


Extper C. D. Evans. 


A MOST IMPORTANT MOVEMENT. 


While the great seat of Mohamme- 
danism is being shaken to the centre, 
and the shadow of the cross falls from 
the north upon the trembling crescent, 
a movement is taking place in a portion 
of the Turks’ dominions which is one 
of the signs of the times that ‘‘ the 
wise” will understand. 

Travelers in Palestine, that sacred 
soil whence the voice of ancient pro. 
phecy arose, foretelling the fate of 
nations, and the future triumph of 
Israel, on which the Savior of the 
world was born and slain, the land of 
Moses and the Messiah, the cradle of 
Judaism and the birthplace of Chris- 
tianity, report an extraordinary influx 
of Hebrews from various parts of Eu- 
rope. The whole country from Dan 
to Beersheba is said to be invaded by 
immigrants, and to show the effects of 
the gathering. 

The return of Israel to their land 
of promise bas formed the theme of 
the poet’s song and the Prophets’ in- 
spiration, ever since the captivity in 
Babylon, and has been the hope of 
the peculiar people through all their 
long dispersion. The student of the 
Hebrew scriptures and of Jewish 
history cannot fail to see, in the 
wanderings, scattering. sufferings and 
shame of this once afflicted race, the 
fulfillment of the prophetic utterances 
of their ancient seers; and thuse who 
believe in the divine inspiration of the 
Biblical Prophets, must expect a 
grand gathering of Israel in the lat- 
ter days, atteuded by circumstances 
and providences at least as striking as 
those which marked their national 
destruction. 

Most Christian sects heve incor- 
porated in their creeds, in sume form 
or sentiment, a oelief in the future 
triumph of Israel. But to no reli 
gious body is this a more positive 
article of faith than with the Latter- 
day Saints, vulgarly called ‘‘ Mor- 
mons.” 

The literal gathering of the Jews, 
the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the 


erection of a Temple tothe God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, on the 
site of the former house, where the 
Shekinah appeared, but where now 
the Musque of the ‘‘ heathen” dese- 
crates the sacred soil, are facts in the 
minds of the ‘‘ Mormons” as certain 
tu take place ‘‘ in this generation,” as 
the rising of the sun after the reign 
of night. They have sent their re- 
presentatives to the ‘‘ holy land,” who 
in due form, have consecrated the 


spot for the gathering of Judah, that 


the curse may depart from the soil, 
that the ‘“‘former and latter rains” 
may bring back its ancient fertility, 
aud that it may again be ‘‘a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” 

The ‘*Mormons” regard with a 
deep interest every movement of 
God’s ancient covenant people, and 
louk for the gathering at Jerusalein 
as one act of the great latter-day 
drama, in which they have to play 
8 most important part, under the 
direction of the Grand Master, whose 
guiding hand shapes the issues of life 
and controls the results of the acts of 
men and nations. 

This awakening of the Jews, then, 
and their influx to the home of their 
fathers, has a peculiar interest to the 
dwellers by the Dead Sea of America, 
and the toilers by the banks of the 
western Jordan ; and we shall watch 
the movement closely, furnishing our 
readers with every item of reliable 
news on the subject which we may 
be able to collate. 

We are living in an imp -rtant epoch 
of the world’s history, and a very few 
years more will develope changes and 
bring forth events, sv wonderful and 
stupendous, that the tongue that 
would predict them or the pen that 
would describe them, would arouse 
mote scorn and derision than met the 
sayings of the ancient sages, which 
stirred up a spirit that led to their 
martyrdom, but which are now re- 
cognized as the very words of Diety. 
Wait and watch.—OUgden Junction. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1877. 


MATERIAL PROSPERITY. 


[FIRST PAPER. | 


Tuat the Latter-day Saints have a religion which is satisfactory to themselves, 
and invulnerable by its opponents, has been demonstrated ever since it hada 
history ; personal satisfaction has enabled its believers to triumph under every 
adverse circumstance ; it has been to them, light in the midst of darkness, 
and kuowledge when in the depth of ignorance; it bas given them patience 
under persecution, solace under bereavement, hope when subject to vivlence, 
and life when surrounded by death. 

On many a stormy battle-field, and arouud many a silent watcher beneath 
the midnight sky, its gentle spirit has fallen like a benediction, and when as 
sentinels and scouts for the defence of either Prophet or people, the trained 
bands of Israel have been sustained by the impulses of its inviucible spirit. 
By the light of burning homes, the destruction of their harvests, and the 
ghastly bodies of their cherished dead, they have proved their integrity to the 
truth. When their Temples have been desecrated, their cities made waste, 
and their thousands fleeing like fuyitives before the mob, like their great 
leader, they have been sereue as the summer’s morning, and unflinching as the 
oak before the gale. The records of Ohio, Far West, Missouri, and Nauvoo, 
thongh crimsoned by martyrdom, and blackened by the most ferocious perse- 
cution, have yet among their pages an immense weight of testimony as to their 
industry, perseverance, integrity and faith. All these facts prove beyond 
cavil or argument, that whatever might be the opinion of others, the Latter- 
day Saints never, under any contingency, proposed to be other than what they 
are ; no offer, prospect, or temptation had power to allure them to barter the 
principles they bad accepted, or become in spirit or practice like those by 
whom they were aurrounded ; they were satisfied—this was their sheet anchor 
in every stress of weather. 

But their faith was invulnerable by its enemies, no assault has ever made a 
breach in its bastions, or unlimbered a single gun, yet its defenders have been 
unskilled in divinity, theology, or Biblical criticism—they have been of the 
masses, nneducated, unschooled, and without that system which characterizes 
polemics ; yet with the simplicity of truth, the plain teachings of the Scrip- 
tures, and the ins; iration of the Lord, they have produced a perfect panic 
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among the clergy, taken from them a great host of their eupporters, and in 
uncounted instances have baffled and overturned their opponents, compelling 
an inglorious retreat ; all the weapons which gentlemen ignore and scholars 
repudiate, have been brought from the armories of Christendom, and refur- 
bisbed for the fight; abuse, mis-representation, equivocation, and lies, have 
been used by far tou many of the enemy ; all the resources of priestcraft have 
been exhausted in the encounter, but the little David has always been the 
conqueror, Goliath invariably has been worsted and retired from the contest, 
discussion always increased converts, until policy dictated silence, and now 
this is the principal weapon adopted, and may be considered as the acknow- 
ledgment of defeat. Now there is something gratifying in this condition, it is 
pleasant for an individual to feel that he is in possession of that whick none 
can gainsay or resist, ‘‘ our weapons are not carnal, but spiritual,” and mighty 
throngh God tothe pulling down of the strongholds; a religion which isthe 
product of inspiration, gives life to the spirit, enlarges its grasp, expands its 
horizon, ennobles its life, aud so enables the recipient to bid defiance to every 
assault, whether internal or external; such an one ‘‘ possesses his sonl in 
patience,” knowing that his cause will finally overcome. 

- But peace hath its triumphs as well as war, and there are elements belonging 
to the material world, (if such an expression may be used) the control of which 
is very important to the life that now is, at all events; while the Latter day 
Saints would naturally possess much of these by virtue of their spiritual per- 
cepticns, the conditions to which they have been subjecied have at times mili- 
tated against their success; yet it can be easily understood that a people 


invincible in the higher attributes of character, would not be found wanting 


in the lower, hence in their varied movings, drivings, and final exodus from 
the confines of civilization, they have made immense sacrifices of personal pro- 
perty and real estate ; bomes, farms, orchards, towns, every where even when 
temporarily located, asif by mayic sprung up at the touch of industry, but each 
in turn to be left at the bidding of their unscrupulous and persistent enemies. 


‘Through Iowa to the frontiers, they left upon their trail the graveyard and the 


fruitful field, the one the result of expusure and want, the other that they 
might preserve themselves from utter famine, and leave a little for the hosts 
who were bound to follow. : 

When the 143 Pioneers took up their long looked-for line of march for the 
mountains, their outfit was scanty, but the resources of their religion were 
immense. The twu years of experience, almost as houseless wanderers, had 
prepared them for the grand struggle, indeed it may be said that those who 
had survived till then, were proof against all hardship, adversity, and death. 
Without passing in detail the harrowing features of that marvelous trip, we 
find them tired and footsore, making their way through the detiles of the 
Wasatch mountains, and on the morning of the 24th of July, 1847, camping 
upon the present plot of Salt Lake City. Thirty years back, from the present 
writing, circumscribes their history in the mountains; in almost utter poverty, 


on the day of their arrival, one of the most sublime spectacles known to history 


transpired within the shadow of the mountain ranges—a few fleeing pilgrims 
had found their final resting place, at high noon ‘‘they met and consecrated 
the location to the Lord, the same afternoon four ploughs were at work tearing 


y 
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up the ground, the following day the brethren had planted five acres with 
potatoes, and irrigated all the land at night ; the next day was the Sabbath, 
such a Sabbath as but now and again in the flight of centuries has marked the 
experience of our race. In one short month the earnest persistency of the 
Pioneers bad enabled them to “‘ plough and plant some 84 acres, with corn, 
potatoes, buckwheat, turnips, and other vegetables ; they had irrigated all the 
land, and surveyed and laid out the city, over two miles square ; built twenty- 
seven log houses, laid off a ten acre lot for a fort, and manufactured one hun- 
dred and twenty five bushels of salt.” The indomitable will, the untiring 
hand, the inspiration of freedom and safety, systained by the Almighty, was 
the secret of this grand success. The emigratiun continued to fellow the 
Pioneer trail, and in the month of October the little isolated colony, ‘‘ one 
thousand miles from anywhere,” numbered three thousand souls. So was laid 
the foundation for that astounding development of thirty years, which to day 
commands the wonder of every traveler, and the astonishment of the people 
themselves. 

This was vot in any sense the results of wealth ; the colonists had been 
robbed and plundered of everything, bad been two years on the move, had 
built and planted as they traveled, had worn out their clothing, been without 
bread, used up their teams, their wagons had given out, and they were us far 
as it was possible to get, from any sources of supply. More than once annibila- 
tion seemed to stare them in the face; they were in, and had passed over, 
fifteen hundred miles of Indian Territory, subject at any time to their uncere- 
monious and savage character ; yet by obedience to their giant leader, this 
heroic people, in the exercise of all the elements which betoken greatness, laid 
in the desert the foundations of an order, a system, a nation, an empire, which, 
if fed and sustained by the same unquenchable pluck, perseverance, and faith, 
can never be overthrown. 

President Brigham Young having in the fall of °47 returned to Winter 
Quarters, spent the season in preparing for the next spring’s emigration. He 
so far succeeded, that about the last of May he organized his company with 
over 600 wagons, and led them safely into Salt Lake City in the latter part of 
Beptember, 1848. 

We find in the following year (1849) a detailed account of the emigration 
under the Captaincy of Geo. A. Smith and E. T. Benson, as follows :— 


129 wagons, 4 ponies, 12 pigs, ‘ 4 turkeys, 
467 souls, 514 oxen, chickens, 2 doves, 
125 men, 243 cows, 22 cats, 157 guns, 
23 horses, 70 S. cattle, 26 dogs, 38 pineies 
1 mule, 100 sheep, 21 ducks. 


It will be discovered that this minutiw partakes of the Iaencnenelitaie’ the 
future Charch Historian and Counselor to the President. It would have been 
intensely interesting if this painstaking disposition had been always present i in 
the movements of the Saints. 


Such are some of the general features of the early efforts and successes of the 
people of Utah, and since that, their career of industrial prosperity has never 
flagged, towns, villeaes, and cities have been erected, valley after valley explored, 
agriculture has been the foundation for all other branches of labor, which up to 
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date have found a foothold from Soda Springs, to the waters of the Colorado ; 
and the wisdom of the leaders of a now mighty nation, bas by the inspiration 
and blessing of the Almighty been equal to every emergency, or where cir- 
cumstances fail to meet necessities, it may be largely traced to neglect of coun- 
cil, or lack of persistence in the path marked out, yet it is not unprofitable to 
point out to readers of the Stak, the present actual condition of the people, as 
each member of the Church, no matter where abiding, is interested in all that 
pertains to the great gathering place of the last days, they all intend to go there, 
they know that duty points and privilege encourages them to do so, as early as 
practicable ; and our next paper will give statistics, upon which each one can 
judge as tothe real tangible prosperity of The Colonies of the Latter-day Saints. 
H. W. N. 


RELEASE AND Derarture.—Elder Jabez W. Taylor, in consequence of con- 
tinued ill-health, has been released to return home, and Elder John Robinson 
has also been released to travel with brother Taylor and see to him on the way. 


Both brethren left on the S. 8. Nevada, March 14th. 


Many thanks to our friend Elder James Dwyer, the enterprising and genial 
Bookdealer of Salt Lake City, for quite a batch of American papers, enough 
to have this office look like a miniature representation of his own well spread 


tables of literatnre. 


MINUTES OF A DISTRICT MEETING, 
HELD IN THE BENEFICIAL SOCIETY S HALL, PORTSMOUTH, SUNDAY, MARCH 1], I877. 


—— 


2.30 p.m. 

On the Stand—Albert Carrington, 
Pres. of the European Mission ; Wm. 
Paxman, Pres. of the Londun Con: 
ference; W. W. Galbraith, Pres. of 
the Manchester Conference; D. K. 
Udall, A. O. Smoot, jun., J. H. Miles, 
E. G. Defriez, and L. D. Young, Tra- 
veling Elders in the London Confe- 
rence. | 

After singing and prayer, the Sacra- 
ment was adminiatered by Elders D. 
K. Udall and A. O. Smoot, jm. 

Pres. Paxman said he tasted all 
had come with a desire to learn the 
truth, which emanates from our Father 
and God, and had pleasure in intro- 
ducing Elder W. W. Galbraith, Pres. 
of the Manches'er Conference. 

Elder Galbraith spoke of the second 
coming of the Savior, of the signs of 
his coming, and the restoration of the 
Gospel in the last days. 

Elders L. D. Young and Jobn B. 
Miles testified of the truth of the 
things spoken, and of their knowledge 


concerning the restoration of the Gos- 
pel, acquired by obedience to its re- 
quirements. 

Pres. Paxman occnpied a short time 
in giving sound Gospel teaching and 
exhortation. 


6.30 p.m. 

The congregation, numbering some 
400 persons, was addressed by Pres. 
Albert Carrington, who endeavored, 
as plainly as possible, to give the 
audience, far the greatest majority of 
whom were straugers, an understand- 
ing in regard to the Latter-day Saints 
and what they are endeavoring tu ac- 
complish. 

Beuediction by Pres. Paxman. 

The meetings will ever remain 
pleasing in the memories of the Saints 
present; and the strangers who at- 
tended have received testimonies in 
regard to the Lord’s great latter-day 
work that they can not truthfully 
gaipsay. 


| 
| 


to 
LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 


—— 


AMERICA. 


Salt Lake City, U. T., 
February 10, 1877. 
Prest. Albert Carrington. 

Dear Brother,— Your welcome favor 
of Jan. —, found us in our usual good 
health. We were happy to hear from 
old £42.” and thaukful that your 
health was so much improved. From 
St. George we are pleased to learn 
that the health of the President is 
continually on the mend, and he is 
now so far recovered from his rheu 
matism that he can walk about without 
a cane, and otherwise lhe feels excel- 
lently. 

We hear occasionally from the two 
missionary companies who are laboring 
in Arizona. Brother D. W. Jones has 
a fine outfit of twenty-two wagons, 
and when last heard from had just 
crossed the Big Colorado river. 
Brother Heleman Pratt and party 
were laboring in Tucson and other 
towns of Southern Arizona, where 
they were well received by all classes 
and races. From the Eastern States 
we receive frequent tidings of the 
labors of the Elders, several of whom 
we reyret to say have bad to return 
home on account of ill-health. The 
feeling of the people in many parts of 
the Union is aptly summed up in a 
letter, just received at this office, 
from a young missionary ministering 
in Illinois. He says: “It is true 
there are many of the rising genera- 
tion who bave not heard the Gospel, 
but they seem to be so firmly bound 
and fettered by the false creeds and 
traditions of their fathers, together 
with the lies and false reports spread 


broadcast throughout this country, | 


that they will pay bat little or nu 
attention to the truth; in sbort it 
suits the majority of them better to 
believe a lie than the truth.” 

There being a large Scandinavian 
population in the district presided 
over by Elder James A.. Litcle, which 
comprises Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska, 
Dakota and surrounding regions, a 
number of brethren from Northern 
Europe have been celled w labor 
amongst them ; all of whom we expect 


will start for their field of labor within 
the next ten days. These brethren 
are Elders B. P. Wulffenstejn, of 
St. George ; N. Kendrickson, of Rich. 
field; F. F. Kintze, of Cottonwood, 
Peter Garff, of Draperville ; N. Mad. 
sen, Jun., of Brigham City; A. Fred. 
erickson, of Logan; and J. P. Mor. 
teusen, A. Franzen aud Samuel Peter. 
sen, of Salt Lake City. They are 
mostly men of experience as mission- 
aries or preachers of the Gospel iu 
their native Jande, and brother Wulf. 
fenstejn has already labored with con- 
siderable success in this same district 
last year. 

Work on the Temple continues to be 
pushed terward with commendable 
zeal and energy. About eighty stone- 
cutters are employed there at present, 
about half of whom are engaged on 
the finer work. Nor has the quarry 
ever been entirely deserted during tha 
whole winter, more or less quarrymen 
being employed there all the time. 
We have plenty of material on hand 
on the block and at the quarry for all 
the stotie-cutters that it is probable 
will report themselves for some time 
at least, so need not fear a stoppage on 
that account. To enable the workmen 
to continue on the finer work during 
the severe weather, several sheds have 
been erected on the block and fire 
places built therein. 

Our winter is passing away very 
pleasantly, the cold in this valley has 
not been severe. In the Bear Lake 
country, contrary to our usnal ex- 
perience, but little snow has fallen, 
whilst in the adjoining valley of Cache 
the cold has been intense. At St. 
George, the prevailing temperature 
has been about thirty degrees Fahren- 
heit, at sunrise, and sixty at. noon. 
The lowest point touched during the 
entire winter was seventeen degrees, 
which you will acknowledge, is: very 
cold for our Dixie. As yet we have 
heard of but little loss of stock, and 
we sincerely hope that the rigors of the 
winter of 1875 6, will not be repeated 
this seasop, as we can ill afford to 
part with more of our flocks and herds, 
after the immense losses we then sus- 
tained. 
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Praying the Lord to bless you and 
all the Elders from Zion associated 
with you in the work of the ministry, 
and the Saints in Europe generally. 

‘[ remain, your brother in the 
Gospel, Dantet H. 

St. George, Utah, Feb. 15, 1877. 
Arta D. Young. 

My dear Son,—Your acceptable let- 
ter of Jan. 19th, has been duly received. 
I take pleasure in receiving letters 
from my absent children, and more 
particularly from those who are out in 
the missionary field as bearers of the 
message of life and salvation. I[ am 
very avxious that my children deport 
themselves as becometh members of 
the Church and kingdom of God. 
The responsibility resting upon us is 
very great; called upon as we are to 
assist in bringing about that happy 
state of things when the will of our 
Father shall be done on earth as it is 
in Heaven. The duty to keep the 
commandments of God, rests upon us, 
as upon no other people upon the face 
‘of the earth. The sure word of Di- 
vine instruction by revelation from the 
Heavens has been imparted to us and 
there is no refuge, no safety, nor 
power, nor glory of celestial life, for 
us, but in keeping those command- 
ments which have been given to us. 
To obtain the full benefit of that in- 
finite atonement made by our Lord 
and Savior is within our reach—is 
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ours—fully and completely ; but, only __. 
s0, on condition of our faithfulness in‘ * 


observing our covenants and obligas ~ 


tions to keep the Divine command- 
ments given to us. 


My dear son, 


realize you are young in years, but ‘>... 


this has been the tenor of the instruc- 
tion of your life, and in this you have 
been greatly blessed of the Lord, over 
and above those to whom you are 
called tu administer on your present 
mission, born, as they are, outside of 
the Covenant and surrounded by the 
darkening mists of sectarian traditions 
and unbelief. You, in common with 
the thousands of the sons of Zion, are 
born heir to the Holy Priesthvod, 
having the inherent right to ad minister 
in the things of God; than which 
there is no higher calling on earth, or 
in heaven. These privileges and 
powers are great, and surely should 
stimulate the noblest effort within us 
to rise np with humility, and in trust 
in God, but with unswerving firmness, 
to bear our respective part in the great 
work. Personal habits, in opposition 
to the spirit and teror of the instruc- 
tions you have received, must he! per- 
sistently striven agaiust until dver- 
come. Your age, experience, position 
and responsibility demand an avoid- 
ance of every evil practice. 

Peace and God’s blessing be with 
you is the desire of your affectionate 
father, YounNG. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE, 


BrrmincHaM.—On Saturday, March 3rd, concluded to pay a visit to Bir- 
mingham, was met at the station by Bishop Rowberry, who was perfectly 
radiant with smiles, and just about as much gratified as the visitor to see a long 
time friend, we were socn on our way to the Conference house, but calling in 


on the way were bospitably dined by brother and sister Harding ; inasmuch as 


they expect to gather soon our time was pleasantly taken up in regard to Zion, 
and its interests. When we reached headquarters, Prest. Wheeler offered a 
hearty welcome, so we soon felt altogether at home, then visited sister Perdrey 

who expects to leave this season, here while unstinted kindness pressed itself 
upon us, Zion was our theme, ani a very ‘pleasgut evening the result ; Sunday 


had a fine afternoon meeting in Hockley Hall, many of the Saints had come for 


miles around, and seemed to enjoy themselves much, the night meetiog was 
extra, a full house and very attentive congregation, showed their iuterest 


in the remarks made. 


Mr. Walsh and family from Wolverhampton, kindly invited us to visit them 
on Monday, us a meeting bad been annunnced at that place for the evening, 
when quite a large congregation gathered to listen to the word, an extra meet- 
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ing for week-night was gratifying to both speaker and hearer. Brother G. Wat- 
kin returned same evening to Birmingham, but the Bishop and writer remained 
having a very enjoyable time with sister Walsh and family ; returned to Bir- 
mingham next day, where Prest. Wheeler, Bishop Rowberry, Elders Watkin 
Judd, and Naisbitt met a few of the Suints at the residence of brother and 
sister Spokes ; music, singing, speaking, and general conversation afforded 
many items of lasting interest, bid good bye next morning to all, feeling that 
nothing had been left undone by either President Wheeler, or the brethren 
laboring with bim; brother and sister Bench and family, brother and sister - 
Smith, and all the Saints to make our visit memorable, and certainly profitable: 
if any thing had occurred on cur visit, any jury would have been justified in 
recording their verdict as ‘‘ killed by kindness.” May all the Saints in the 
places mentioned continue to enjoy the spirit we enjoyed during our brief 
association, so will they be repaid indeed. We paused fora few hours im 
Shrewsbury, on return, visiting Mr. Burch, and being entertained by Mr. 
Wm. James and family, (Mr. J. is the brother of an unflinching friend, and 
true man, brother D. James, of Salt Lake City,) in Shrewsbury we formerly 
spent two of the happiest of life’s years, during our early experience in the 
Church and ministry ; the town is sanctified, because of this, with a thousand 
sacred things of memory, and it was with reluctance after so brief a visit to 
leave its ancient places, but duty at ‘‘42,” demanded our presence, where we 
arrived tired but refreshed, and with an added stock of hidden treasure to 
ponder over in the years to come. H. W. N 


UTAH NEWS. 


() 
From the Deseret News :-— 


Remsen) on: drinking fountain, near the City Hall, is now in running 
order. 


Returyep.—Elders Isaac Groo, John Young and Charles Burton, who 
have been for some time in Australia on a mission to that part of the world, 
have reached home. 


On tHE Track.—Grading and graveling bas been going on alongside the 
track of the Utah Southern Railroad,’where it runs through the city. 


Fiumeine.—First South Street, from the Townsend House to the Utah 
Southern Railroad track is being graded and graveled, and the water ditches 
are being flamed, making an excellent job. 


At Work.—The Twentieth Ward resideaots are working out the appropriation 
of their taxes made by the City Council for the repairing of the streets, side- 
walks, etc., in that locality. The supervisor supplies the foot- bridges where 
they are needed to span the water ditches. 


New Orrice.—Brother C. J. Thomas, Superintendent of the Temple Block, 
will soon be ensconced in a little new office, the old building having been taken 
down, and a snug adobie structure being nearly eompleted on the same site. He 
is at present in temporary quarters a short distance south of the east gate. 


Sotp.—Mr. George M. Ottinger has sold to William Jennings, Esq., his 
picture of ‘‘ Montezuma Receiving the News of the Landing of Cortes.” The 
poem has been a fostering patron of home art productions. This picture 
a — from Philadelphia, and is, in our opinion, the best ever painted in 

tah. 

BrenerFit —An entertainment for the benefit of the family of the late Samuel 
Holmes, who recently lost his life at the railroad depot, was given in the 19th 
Ward Literary Institute. The Union Glee Club, sley’s Orchestra, a 
hoat of other talent kindly volunteered their services. Brother Orson Pratt 
presided, and the whole was under the able management of Prof. O. J. Thomas. 
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ENTERTAINMENT.—A musical and dramatic entertainment for benevolent i 


purposes was yiven in the Sixth Ward School House. The oe was an 
excellent and attractive one, consisting of the comedietta of ‘‘ The Goose with 
the Golden Egys,” the Ethiopian sketch of ‘‘ Deaf as a Post,” and the farce 
of, ‘‘1’m not Mesilf at All.” Characters by Misses Brimley, Britton, Thomp- 
son, snd Burton, and by Messrs, Davies, Poulton, Riser, Anderson, Condie, 
and Wetzel. Several of the above-named gentlemen, also Merrs. Flashman 
and Priestley, sang comic and sentimental songs in the intervals between the 
plays. The amateurs are deserving of great praise forthe manner in which the 
several characters entrusted to them were performed, all seeming to be well up 
in their parts, The audience,*which was a large one, shewed its appreciation 
by frequent applause. 


Tae Waterworks —The waterworks are a splendid improvement, being in 
fine working order, and extending over a large portion of the city. We under- 
stand the cost amounts to in the vicinity of $172,000. It is a moderate expen- 
diture, considering: the extent and character of the works, but such a large 
application of funds for one valuable improvement speaks well for the manage- 
ment of our municipal affairs by the city fathers, especially in view of the fact 
that the expenses of the waterworks, for material and construction, are being 
rapidly paid up, with a fair prospect of their being entirely wiped out at no dis- 
tant day. Besides this, other improvements have been going on for a conside- 
rable time, all over the city. 


From the Salt Lake Herald :— 


IMPROVEMENT.—A trough for watering animals has been placed in the street 
near the city hall, and a constant stream of water is running into it from the 
mains. 

” INVENTIONS —During the year 1876 citizens of Utah obtained 14 patents from 
the United States patent office, or one for every 7,113 of her population. 


Oapen Etection.—At Ogden municipal election the total number of votes 
— —_ 1,121. The people’s ticket was successful, the majorities averaging 
about 


Lvckey.—The United States senate, confirmed the nomination of Levi P. 
Luckey to be secretary of this Territory. It is expectedgthat Mr. Luckey will 
4#0on arrive here and assume the duties of his office. 


Emma.—We understand that Mr. T.| W. Park will commence work in the 
Emma mine in the coming spring. The gentleman is satisfied that the mine is 
4 valuable property and proposes to demonstrate the fact for his own benefit. 
Wouldn’t the English squeal if Mr. Park should develop the mine intoa 
bonanza, worth a million or two! 


Uran Rarnrati.—Dr. Benedict, a graduate of the New York University, 
states that the Mormons believe the rainfall to have much increased in Utah 
since their settlement of the Territory, and this seemsto be borne out by the 
statement that whereas formerly three gallons of Salt Lake water produced on 
—— one gallon of salt, it now requires four gallons to produce the same 
quantity. 

‘You Ber.”—A young lady in Omaha bet a young mana kiss that Tilden 
would be elected—he to pay it if Tilden was, she to pay if Hayes was elected. 
On the morning of the 8th of November he called and paid the bet, on the 9th 
he called and and took it back ; that evening she paid the bet ; next morning 
she took it back and he paid ; then he paid and then she paid, and they have 
been —_ busy by the contradictory dispatches ever since, and both declare 
their willingness and ability to hold out until congress decides the question. 
They don’t like the compromise bill. 


From the Ugden Junction. 
Nor Yzt.—Some folks are singing, ‘“‘Now the spring time’s come, gentle 


A 


